
itself in accord 

with the results. 

For many this is 

indeed a time of 

thanksgiving. For 

others, it is a time 

of disappointment. 

Elections evoke 

deep responses: ju-

bilation on the one 

hand and lament on 

the other. Yet, we 

usually live our 

lives somewhere in 

between—in the 

present reality that 

life goes on in the 

midst of high and 

low points. Wash-

ington surely knew 

this. He was 

elected president 

twice and led the 

country through 

challenging times 

as a fledging new 

nation. 

   For Christians, 

thanksgiving is ex-

pressed within the 

greater context of 

what I describe as 

God’s kind provi-

 George 

Washington’s 

Thanksgiving 

Proclamation  

“It is the duty of all 

nations to ac-

knowledge the 

providence of Al-

mighty God, to 

obey his will, to be 

grateful for His 

benefits, and hum-

bly to implore His 

protection and fa-

vor.” 
 George Washington’s 

Thanksgiving  

Proclamation 
   As I write, it is 

Thanksgiving 

2012. The presi-

dential election has 

passed. In its after-

math, the nation is 

trying to refocus 

dence. God’s 

providential care 

for his people and 

for nations is inter-

woven with the 

power and courage 

to live day by day, 

to persevere 

through trying cir-

cumstances, while 

acknowledging and 

celebrating God’s 

guidance even in 

hostile environ-

ments. Our faith in 

an all-powerful 

God enables us to 

pray that God will 

carry us through 

the hazards we 

may face as well as 

be present with us 

in day-to-day hu-

man struggles.   

Thanksgiving then, 

should evoke the 

deeper response of 

gratitude. In the 

enduring words of 

Thomas Merton, 

who thought 

deeply about such 
(continued on page 2) 

From the Shepherd’s Heart  
Core Values: 

 We value the Lord-

ship of Christ as the 

Head of the church 

and the center of 

our lives. 

 We value a Christ 

centered church 

where Biblical val-

ues are taught, nur-

tured and lived in 

everyday life.    

 We value Christian 

fellowship where 

the love of Christ is 

practiced in all its 

dimensions. 

 We value evangel-

ism to bring every-

one into God’s fam-

ily. 

 We value faithful, 

responsible steward-

ship of all that God 

has given to us. 
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lean not on your 

own understand-

ing. In all your 

ways, acknowledge 

Him and He will 

make your paths 

straight.”  

Yours & His, 

Dr. Bob 
_________________ 

The Election is 
Over—Now to 

Important  
Business 

By Esther Mancillas 

   No matter who won 

or lost, there is One 

who is still with us 

and rules. He did not 

lose an election be-

cause He never ran in 

one. He is unopposed 

(except by Satan, but 

he’ll lose in the end). 

This One is God. He’s 

made a lot of promises 

which He is faithful to 

keep. We can trust 

Him! He embodies 

character, judgment 

and trust. We can 

count on Him to serve 

America well. He’ll 

never fool us—you 

can bet your life on 

Him. No matter what 

happens, He is always 

with us. He’s not too 

young for the job. 

He’s a veteran of 

many wars and He has 

experience. He’s been 

with us through every 

battle. He has never 

cheated or lied. He’ll 

look out for the eld-

erly, the unborn, chil-

dren, parents, the rich 

and poor. He keeps in 

touch with His people. 

He knows how to 

lower the deficit. The 

economy? He has the 

whole world in His 

hands! He knows 

what’s happening to 

Middle America; in 

fact, He made the 

whole universe. 

   He wrote a book, 

available at all good 

bookstores. In it He 

tells all His thoughts 

and feelings—how He 

will lead, not just for 

four years, but for-

ever. He loves us so 

much, and will not let 

us down. He has a son 

who also loves us, 

enough to lay down 

His life for us. His 

name is Jesus. There’s 

just something about 

that name! 

   He believes strongly 

in family values. He is 

on our side: the Win-

ning Party, very con-

servative. 

   I like the promise to 

His constituents: 

“He’ll give you the 

desires of your heart.” 

He’ll “transform your 

failures into victo-

ries.” Only in the 

name of God may we 

who fall find grace to 

rise again. 

   Let God have His 

way with you. Your 

future hinges on your 

election. Choose God! 

New Members Class 

Spring and Fall 

Contact Dr. Bob Bullock 

 

Revelation Bible Study 

December 2 

4:30 pm 

Church 

 

Session Meeting 

December 8, 10 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service 

Sunday 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Choir Practice 

Prior to Worship Service 

8:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

 

Communion 

December 2 

Sanctuary 

Stephen Ministries 

See Beth Bullock 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
No Bible Study this month, 

It will resume in January 

18 on Luke 23. 

 

Potluck Brunch 

No brunch this month. It 

will resume on the last 

Sunday of January. 
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Upcoming Events  

things, “Gratitude 

takes nothing for 

granted, is never 

unresponsive, is 

constantly awaken-

ing to new wonder 

and to praise for 

the goodness of 

God.” Such grati-

tude should, as 

George Washington 

observed, fill the 

hearts and minds of 

individuals, and na-

tions as well, as the 

appropriate re-

sponse of thanks-

giving to a benevo-

lent Creator who 

only wants what is 

best for us. May 

the wise counsel of 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

guide us along our 

way: “Trust in the 

LORD with all 

your heart and  



 

New Members 

Bob Bullock 

404-583-1902 
bbullockjr@aol.com 

 

Choir 

Angelo Tolentino 

409-256-7729 

angelo@musician.org 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Tim Ekberg 

409-737-9455 

retiredfirelt@earthlink.net 
 

Al Galli 

409-737-4539 

algalli49@yahoo.com 

 

Chuck Lawrence 

409-762-6420 

cnblawrence@hotmail.com 

 

 

Bulletins 

Esther Sjostrom 

409-771-6466 
esjostrom@tesgalv.org 

 

CD’s  
Crystal Tolentino 

409-939-9619 

crystalnicole@gmail.com 

 

Clerk of Session 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 

wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Education 

Beth Shriner 

409-974-4533 

bethshriner@hotmail.com 

 

Ministry 
Nancye Bright 

409-744-8103 

nancye.bright@att.net 

 

Newsletter 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 
wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

Mike Shriner 

409-682-4355 

mkshriner@msn.com 

 

Web Page 

Barbara Hankins 

409-789-8077 

bhankins@comcast.net 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Terry Peterek 
409-789-9565 

tspeterek@yahoo.com 

 

Worship 

Tonyia Pyles 

409-744-2010 

tdeavesp@utmb.edu 
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Church Contacts  

Prayer for our Country 

Heavenly Father, You are the real foundation of nations, raising them up 
to serve and care for the people dwelling in their boundaries. 
I thank You for making me a citizen of this land of freedom 

and unlimited opportunity---which are the result of its Christian base. 
Send forth your Spirit to this country and make it a source of wisdom 

and strength, order and integrity throughout the world. Amen. 

From Two Hearts Network 

Members and friends of West 
Isle can place poinsettias in 
the church again this year in 
memory or honor of loved 
ones. Poinsettias are $12 
each. Order forms will be 
available in church December 
2-9 and the flowers will be in 
the sanctuary beginning Dec. 
16. You can take your poinset-
tia home if you like after the 

Christmas Eve service. If you 
cannot be at church on the 
2nd or 9th and would like a 
poinsettia, feel free to email 
the information to Beth Shriner 
at bethshriner@hotmail.com 
and you can mail your check to 

the church or bring it the next 
time you are there.  

ELECTION AND  

TOWN HALL MEETING 
DECEMBER 9, 2012 

After the morning worship service there will be an election of 

new Session members, followed by a Town Hall Meeting with 

Peter Holmes and the Discernment Team to discuss the pro-

gress of their work regarding the future of WIPC. Please plan 

to attend. 

 

   

mailto:bethshriner@hotmail.com


BIRTHDAYS and 

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER 

 2 Gwen Wagner 

 8 Esther Mancillas 

14 John Stone 

16 Boots Galli 

18 Carol Miller Odorizzi 

20 Ann Choate 

21  Bruce Jones 

23  Jack Weyand  

 
   

Making Disciples for 

Christ. 

GREETERS and  

COMMUNION 

DECEMBER 

GREET: 

 2 Edwards 

 9 Shriners 

16 Sarrachs 

23 Henricy, Alfei 

30 Gallis 

 

 

COMMUNION 

2  Bright, Edwards 

    Ross, Pafford 

WORK DAY AND BREAKFAST AT THE CHURCH 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012 


